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LANCASHIRE 
COLLIER  GIRL, 


A  TRUE  STORY. 


Sow*  by  J.  EVANS  and  SONS, 

(V rioters  to  the  Cuba*  R**o«TORY  for  Moral  and  Religions 
Tracts)  Long-lane,  SmltMleld;  sold  also  by  J.  Hatch  A  no, 
Piccadilly,  London ;  by  Binns  &  Robinson,  Bath;  and  by 
all  Booksellers  and  Hawkers  in  Town  and  Country, 

Great  Allowance  will  bfi  made  to  Shopkeepers  and  ftowke? A 
Price  One  Penny,  «  7s,  per  Hundred. 

entcrtQ  at  Matfonns’  Dali. 


PAJ  t 

o<P,-  „  .  •'  -  <" 

LANCASHIRE  COLtlfE  GIRL, 


IN  «  small  village ,  in  I<ancasl*i^  ihere  lived,  a 
few  years  ago,,  an  industrious  man  and  his 


wife,  who  had  six  children.  The  man  himselfused 
to  work  in  a  neighbouring  colliery,  while  the 

.  m  «  it  •  1  J  i  a  _  \  _  1  _  ^  A.  _  Alt 
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drawers/’  clearing  thereby  no  less  than  seven 
shillings  a  week  for  their  parents.  It  must  be 
owned  to  be  not  impossible,  that  they  may  have 
sometimes  exerted  themselves  even  beyond  ^eir 
strength,  which  is  now  and  then  the  case  with 
little  children,  through  the  fault  Of  those  who 
exact  the  work  from  them  ;  but  since  in  this  case 
the  father  had  an  eye  tb  them  during  the  honrs  of 
labour,  while  they  had  a  prudent  and  tender  mother 
also  to  look  after  them  at  home,  there  is  no  parti-, 
chief  reason  to  suppose,  that  at  the  time  of  which: 
we  are  ntiw  speaking,  they  were  ever  much 
over-worked.  v" 

,  Here,  then,  let  ns  stop  to  remark,'  how  dif¬ 
ferent  was  the  case  of  this  numerous  family  froth 
that  of  many  others  in  the  same  hbmble  situation 
of  iifb.;  Mary  and  her  brother,  so  far  from  being 
a  burden,  were  .bringing  a  little  fortune  to  ^heir 
parents,  even  when  they  were  eight  or  ten  years 
old  :  all  the  family  were  getting  forward  by  the 
help  of  these  little  creatures,  and  their  worldly 
Goimforts  were  now  increasing  bn  every  ride. 

But,  alajB!  in  the  midst  of  this  cheerful  aid 
contented  diligence,  on  a  fatal  day,  while  the 
good  man  was  in  the  act  of  fixing  a  basket  in 
order  to  its  being  wound  np,  the  children  standing 
near  him  in  the  coal-pit,  some  stones  fell  from 
the  top  of  the  pit,  one  of  which  fell  on  the  father’s 
head,  and  killed  him  ad  the  Spot !  — •  What  a 
melancholy  event  was  this !  some  dismal  circum¬ 
stances  also  remain  to  be  told,  which  were  the 
consequences  of  it;  but  in  order  tb  relieve  rile 
pain  of  my  reader,.  I  will  here  remark,  that  the 
most  grievous  afflictions  are  often  appointed  by 
Providence,  to  be  the  means, '  in  one  way  or 
other,  of  calling  some  extraordinary  virtue1' Into 
exercise ;  and  accordingly  we  shall  see,  that  the 


calamity  which  is  now  spoken  of,  will  introdnce 
Mary,  the  young  Collier.  Girl,  to  the  farther 
good  opinion  of  the  reader. 

The  mother  on  hearing  the  news  of  her  hue* 
band’s  death,  together  with  the  desoription  of  the 
sad  accident  which  gave  occasion  to  it,  received 
such  a  shook,  that  her  mind  was  not  able  to  bear 
up  under  it,  she  became  disordered  in  her  un¬ 
derstanding;  nor  did  she  to  the  end  of  her  life 
recover  her  senses.  Being  now  rendered  ex-* 
tremely  helpless,  she  was  separated  from  her 
children  by  the  parish  officers,  who  continued  to 
take  the  charge  Of  her  for  the  space  Of  five'  year*. 
A  short  time  after  the  father’s  death,  the  eldest 
daughter  (the  spinner)  married  'and  went  from 
home;  two  of  the  brothers,  (of  thO  agO* of  nine 
and  seven)  were  bound  apprentices' by  the  parish; 
who  also  took  the  charge  of  two  others  (One  three 
years  old,  the  other  an  Infant)  until  they  should 
be  sufficiently  grown  up  to  bebound  out  also.  K 

In  this  place  I  cannot  avoid  observing,  what 
a  blessing  it  is  to  poor  people  in  this  country; 
that  parish  officers  are  obliged,  in  all  such  case* 
of  necessity  as  that  of  which  1  am  now  speaking, 
to  give  maintenance  to  those  who  apply  to  them; 
and  what  a  pity  it  is  that  this  wise  and  mercifht 
provision  of  our  laws  should  ever  be  abused.  ' 

Mary,  the  girl  of  whom  we  >re  giving  the 
history,  having  been  already  trained  in  industry* 
was  by  no  means  disposed  to  seek  any  unneces¬ 
sary  help  from  the  parish.  Being  now  between 
eleven  and  twelve  years  old,  *fa*  determined  th 
maintain  herself,  Me  a  little  indm 
by  her  mini  work  in  the  ool&pW 
generally  able#  alter  Bits  time,  to  „ 
sfciHitig  *  ; and  in  three  or  four 
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wards  earning  lens  then  4wp  eblUiage.  And 
now  I  would  ask  Oiy  young  female  leaders,  Wlw* 
they  think  was  the  manner  in  which  she  employed 
all  this  fruit  of  her  industry?  Do  you  imagine 
f|y»f  laid  it  out  in  -vanity  of  dress*  in  nice 
eating  and  drinking,  ec  other  needless  expense? 
pr  do  you  suppose  that  she  would  now  indulge 
herself  iu  idleness  on  one  or  two  days  in  the  week* 
because  she  had  got  enough  for  herself  to  live 
upon  during  the  four  of  five  working  days  ?  -  .No  * 
I  trust  you  will  have  formed  no  -such  expecta¬ 
tions ;  I  hope  you  will  be  well  aware  what  Mary 
did  with  her  money,  by  having  already  reflected 
what  yon  would  have  done  with  i\  in  the  bke 
ease.  She  in  the  first  place  released  the  parish 
from  the  burden  of  maintaining  her  mother. 


ir 
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aijrtee n,  being  extremely  anxious  to  take 
this  poor  disordered  helpless  parent  home  to  live 
With  herself ;  she  then  relieved  the  parish  officers 
from  the  charge  of  one  of  her  brothers*  and  she 
continued  to  provide  for  him  until  he  died. 
Having  been  taught  new  to  consider,  her  duty 
a#  done,  while  any  -pant  of  it  seemed  to  be  left 
undone,  she  afterwards  undertook  lha  mam- 
tf nance  of  one  ref  her  other  hwdherf,  who  ?*?- 
meined  with  her  during  sixteen  weeks  ulnese, 
at  the  end  of  which  ported  she  followed  him  to 
the  grave,  burying  him  at  her  ^  eapeeoe* 

After  about  seven  years  the  mother  died  also, 
and  was  hotted  In  Wke  <mmmer«£y,  Ibis -dutiful 
chiM,  mftbnotwny  asebtsawedsam  the  parish. 

jf  nay  of  my  readers  should  hare  enquire,  hew 
it  could  be  possible  far  «e  fcnng  a  chiy  ,to,enp- 
perMtli  these  reiatiewi, ^  many  of  themah<dagMy 
ooaMMBaUy  «rj  MWNW 
4clw*at$  «**«*•»••'  »»  4fc»t  Jo 
extraordinary  calls  upon  her,  she  used  to  be  Mb© 


herself;  to  eatraordinary  kbeur,  m  metises -ear  a  jog 
bo  las#  thaathree  sbihuga  ftad«l*pence  ^  tfce  four 
and  twenty  hours,  by  taking whet. is  termed*  “a 
double  turn”  in  the  coal-pits.  . 

if«  '  i  ,1  u  \ 

The  ready  submission  of  Mar y  to  bpr  parents 
wh#n  she  was  in  early  life,  is  eo  pleasing  a  f#j£ 
of  her  character,  that  it  may  bepropar  in  th» 
place  again  to  make  a  remark  upop.  it.  Letmy 
young  ,  readers  recollect,  that  in  submission  let 
the  command  of  her  father,,  ox  .  racier  to  that 
lawofGod  which  enjoins  parental  obedience, 
she  cheerfully  followed  him  down  into 
pit,  burying  herself  in  the  bowel#  of  tbeasxlb* 
and  there,  at  a  tender  age,  without 
herself  on  account  of  her  sex,  she  joined  mb$ 
same  work  witb  the  miners — a  race  of  men  rough 
indeed,  but  highly  useful  to  thft.Cftmmiiojty  ;fof 
whom  lam  also  happy  to  say,  that  tbsy*!*** 
the  character  of  being  honest  and  as 

well  as  remarkably  courageous,  and  tbhtkhey 
have  given;  moreover  some  striking  .insjaooo^rof 
their  readiness  to  receive  religious  instruction 
when  offered  to  them.  Among  these 
their  honour  be  it  spoken,  ,A(exy!e.«lM^3rf«| 
Safe  i  and  after  the  death  *4  hey  fa*bw»»sfce 4# 
even  said  to  bare  reeled  protection  a#  holl  as 
assistance  from  them,  her  ladguc  he^ng-  ihocn 
sometimes  lessened  through  their  lending  fc*r^<s 
helping  band  with  great  feeling  and  kindness. 

\  ho*  though  Mary’s  mind  was  patufStlF  *tl*ng, 
and  her  constitution  of  body  wry  eto»tj*is«,r#oh 
towards  the  end  of  the  period  which  has  been 
Spohep  of,  she  began  ife  be  , be v*ed  dowp)kN|efie 
umwwa.  hy  the  affiioMnna  gftd/lsbpw wMobsifec 
had  ecdorod.  it  was  MW*  #ho  htdr  WF 
been  led  to  ewnt  hermdf  beyond  bor!}#tWirib. 


* 

in  the  World  Are  idle,  end  ere  contracting  diseases 
both  in  body^nd  mind  from  the  abundance  of 
their  riches,  and  from  the  want  of  some  wholes 
some  and  useful  exercise,  there  should  be  any 
bending,  like  Mary,  under  their  work,  hidden  in 
coat-pits;  or  from  some  cause  or  other  removed 
from  observation  hat  a  pity  it  is,  I  say,  that 
the*  former  should  not  employ  a  little  of  their 
time  afad  mAngy,  in  endeavouring  to  find  these 
distressed  objects  !  And  1  may  also  add,  how 
lamentable  a  thing  is  it,  that  while  so  many  poor, 
psople  are  seen,  who  are  apt  to  complain  too  soon, 
there  should  be  any  who  do  not  tell  their  distresses 
to  those  who  can  help  them  (which  I  trust,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  often  happen)  •  till  it  is  altaost  too 
latet 

t-  was  observing  that  Mary  began  about  this 
time  evidently  to  lose  her  strength,  and  her  head 
WAa  also  troubled  with  some  of  those  strange  and 
unpleasant  imaginations,  which  are  known  by 
persons  conversant  "with  the  diseases  of  the  poor, 
to  he  Wo  unusual  consequences  of  bad  food  and 
great- bodily^  fatigue,  joined  with  excessive  grief. 
At  ftrSt  she  was  not  aware  tbatebe  laboured  under 
any  disorder,  for she  had  seldom  experienced  til 
health  while  her  relations  were  like ;  and  it  seems 
probable  that' the' comfort  which  she  derived' from 
the  reflection  of  affording  them  support,  and  the 
pleasing  sensations  which  arose  during  the  exercise 
of  her  attention  to  them,  had  seryed  both  to  keep 
up  her  spirits,  and  to  prevent  her  constitution 
from  breaking  down.  '  .  <. 

■  >  •  *  .  .  •  . 

I  trust  it  is  not  superstitions  to  suppose*  that 
When  sincere  Christians  come,  as -Mary  now  did, 
into  very  trying  circumstances,  they  may  hope, 
notwithstanding  any  appearances  to  the  contrary, ' 
to  experjOiee  Hit ill*  ft»-  one  way  *or  -other,  the 


antf  afidmese,  or  other  worldly  evtie,  for  tt  t*  often 
qiM«  the  contrary  $  baft  than  1  bcKm  tbit  te 
vary  afflictions  will  ba  made  the  mean*  a#  en* 
cfanisg  th«lr  traat  in  God,  and  prove  in  tha 
(1  mean,  either  hara  or  bmiftit)  to  ha>e  boon 
entirely  designed  for  their  good.  The  calamity 
of  Mary  were  now  rim  to  sneh  that 

that  those  who  ara  net  aceostomed  to  viaw  things 
in  this  religious  and  moat  comforting  light,  might 
be  ready  to  Imagine  that  the  Almighty  had  far* 
saken  her,  and  that  there  i*  little  nee  in  serving 
him.— Let  us  here  number  op  her  afflictions :  She 
bed  seen  with  her  own  eyes  the  dreadfnhdeatb  df  t < 
her  father ;  she  had  far  a  long  time  witnessed  the 
affretiog;  condition  of  bar .  mother,  who  died  to 
follow  her  aheat  the  house  without  knowing  tha 
band  by  which  die  was  sapper  ted ;  "Mary,  besides 


this,  had  attended  the  long  and  droopli 
of  her  two.  brothers  $  and  now,  having 
hemel^  fbetag  both  weak in  body  *id 
fadbted  tatber  mind,  dm  was  dwelling  ! 


by  death,  oferery  awe  mt  1 
sight  ofeshem  hud  nn 
spirits— *wlrtfc  tha  idea  of 


comfortable  sobststanoe, 
her  employment^  aod  Uc 

toil;  ■  ’ 


i* 


in  i  T  ■  ri  »TTi:^  T 


wl»*  WaMbeetate  Df,k#«ihwit|i»l8»;.it«jmiii^4, 
undoubtedly,  ro uc b*g a tuitf) her , interest: to  do  J»0 ; 
b»Wt  was  perfectly  rights  and  how  oan  any; q$  us  , 
h^Cifor  theblessiofc.of  lead,  a*  Sftpt fKt>4nff*r))ft  , 
comfort  in  our,miuds  wbe»  we  foil,  i©to  afljiofleo » 
if  me  fly  to  unfair  mesas  <*fre*cuing  ourselvasout  j 
oft  itjand  instead;  of  trusting*!  K*od,v  true  tto  a»r 
owniiftle  frukdaiddd  crooked;  ceatfivaftoes.  /  r  • 

«  t;f  *':U  sljilMi  O’fOill  iicd?  Jfciu  4;  ;  . 

The  answer  made  to  :  Mary’s  application  was 
unfavourable ; » for  it:  was  thooght,and  indeed  it 
wae  gently  hinted*  that  a  ,y  enn|p  woman  hitherto  * ; 
so  ta  boh  exposed  SS  site  bad  bteu^ime  oo^llkely , 
to  prove  a  very  fit  inmate  in  a  sober  private 
,  .  *»>-ttoqgnr»  »*v  sd*  d*ddw  ^d  fat.-rf 

9**&£'  .-  ^tr  bt$/»  %n6l  mit  b&hr^it*  had 

Mary  felt  very  keenly  this  unhappy-  suspicion 
agntostifcsr  character;  bi**  wbet-eouUihfldnb 
Sid  ^wdhnaat^l^pltrtii  mmjm,  .  faith  t^bmwmam 
J*?!  i^ndnsk  1  ifnilii i  ib  relic m  idow mi  bp  * 

coudteaanosfaS  *top*uiLe<  mSde*^©/  beJ, 

— - - -*1 - -  ■ -  -  1_ _ jx  *J  *■  -  M  m 


sensibly  than  any  lond  complaints  con  Id  have 
dene;  and  they  therefore  determined  to  make 
*tm*4*qp0m  lisauasliftig  Ifafasq  ®he  gentlemah 
wm&hilobeifl  •ttotbmisasfeqdapiie  dhboCeBfass* 
where  thnTsbimtnriofrthB^iaplifedtiw  hbmpuastiefas., 
nearly  in  the  following  terms:  “Sir,”  said  he, 
“she4»apet*rgirhthdthaft  crveerOBoriEdcherselil;, 

fofautie/ha*  Undartakefa.what  we  cali  taab-work, 

wM  fcJt*ryfh*»<U*bos*t  she  i.-eu^o*  Ifcahwfc. 

ttfabsfs**  m ^fSSSSSm 


tovmf?  "WkS'>ldivg»fi  «'I  «M»t 
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,,  provided iheyarenot*  _  „ 

themsehree  in  theway  4»f s  wpteh*  W  j*f* 
endeavouring,  like  Mm*  “  *°  JTOrfJguWS* 
truly  to  get  their  own  hving,and<o  do  tbeir  daty 
in  that  state  of  life,  onto  which  it  hath  pleased 
Gedt#  call  them.”  ,-  j;  n.j  l.  oriT 

V  ><s  '  ’•iixtkfifc  ft*w  m  ♦ 
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